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Corrective Actions - 2018 
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Most Common Findings 
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Corrective Action Total Actions Corrected By 

Is there a 'No Smoking' sign posted on all laboratory entrance doors and conspicuously inside the lab? 23 EH&S 

Are hazardous chemicals in non-manufacturer bottles labeled clearly and legibly with the chemical name, 
CAS# and hazard? 21 Laboratory 

Have laboratory staff completed all required EH&S trainings on PEAK? 15 Laboratory 

Is there a 'Laboratory - Potentially Hazardous Substances' sign posted on doors leading from the hallway into 
the lab? 12 EH&S 

Are all refrigerator/freezers not rated for flammable material storage labeled with 'Store no liquids flashing 
below 100Â° F'? 11 EH&S 

Are chemicals stored as to prevent breakage (not directly on the floor, not on unwalled carts, etc.)? 9 Laboratory 

Is there a posted, up-to-date record of weekly testing for all eyewashes?  9 Laboratory 

Are all liquid hazardous waste containers stored in secondary containment? 8 Laboratory 

Are chemicals properly segregated, by distance or secondary containment, from incompatible materials 
and/or conditions? 8 Laboratory 

Are food, beverages, and other consumables/wearables such as cosmetics kept outside the lab at all times? 8 Laboratory 

Are all biological / sharps containers closed and not overflowing? 7 Laboratory 



Corrective Action – Laboratory Signage 
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Per the FDNY, all laboratories are required to have the following signs 

• Laboratory – Potentially Hazardous Substances  

• Posted on entrance to lab 

• No Smoking  

• Posted conspicuously throughout lab 

• Store No Flammables 

• Posted on non-explosion proof refrigerators 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Contact EH&S (x4SAFE) for replacement signs 



Corrective Action – Chemical Labeling 
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Abbreviations are not authorized on hazardous chemicals 

Labels must be legible, written in English and prominently displayed 

• Identify the hazardous chemical(s), CAS #(s) 

• Provide warnings of any physical and health hazards 

• Be appropriate for the type and size of each container (tags may need to be 

created for small containers) 

• Include expiration dates 



Corrective Action – EH&S Trainings 

8 



Corrective Action – Chemical Storage 
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Per FDNY, all chemicals must be stored in a manner as to prevent breakage 

• Not stored above eye level 

• Not stored directly on floor 

• Not stored on un-walled carts 

 



Corrective Action – Weekly Inspection Eyewashes 
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All eyewashes must be inspected on a weekly basis. Tests should focus on 

• Adequate pressure 

• Tepid temperature 

• Clear color 



Corrective Action – Hazardous Waste 
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• All hazardous waste labels must be legible and completely filled out. 

• All liquid hazardous waste must be in secondary containment  

• All containers must be compatible with the waste chemical 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Refer to “Laboratory Hazardous Waste Management” training on PEAK 

• Contact #ehwaste@mountsinai.org for waste collection supplies 

 

mailto:ehwaste@mountsinai.org


Corrective Action – Chemical Segregation 
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All chemicals must be stored to ensure incompatible materials are separated 

• Oxidizers and Flammables 

• Acids and Bases 

• Refer to Appendix F  



Corrective Action – No Food or Drink 
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All food and drink should be left outside the laboratory 

Avoid cosmetics (chap stick, contact solutions, lotions, etc.)  



Corrective Action – RMW Containers 
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Keep benchtop containers empty unless actively being filled 

Open Biological/Sharps Containers 
 

 

 

 

 



Laboratory Rosters 



Hazard Assessments – SECTOR  
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Training Compliance – Laboratory Rosters 
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• Principal Investigators and Lab Safety Managers can manage laboratory staff, roles and 

emergency contact information by leveraging the ‘Lab Roster’ module 

 



Training Metrics 



Training Compliance – SECTOR  
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Training Compliance – SECTOR  
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• Principal Investigators and Lab Safety Managers can track training compliance on the Lab 

Safety Module 

• 5 Core EH&S Trainings 

• Trainings Required by Job Function 

 

 



Training Compliance – SECTOR  
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• Principal Investigators, lab safety officers and lab members will receive automatic updates 

when trainings are incomplete or close to expiring 
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Training Compliance * 

Training Name Neuroscience Compliance Institution Compliance 

Basic Laboratory Safety - 8/30/2018 73% 72% 

Personal Protective Equipment - 8/30/2018 61% 62% 

Hazard Communication and GHS - 8/30/2018 58% 64% 

Laboratory Hazardous Waste Management - 8/30/2018 59% 61% 

Principles of Biosafety - 8/30/2018 63% 67% 
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Laboratory Hazard 
Assessments 
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Laboratory Hazard Assessments 

• A Chemical Hygiene Plan (CHP) is required per OSHA's Occupational Exposure to 

Hazardous Chemicals in Laboratories standard (29 CFR 1910.1450) and Mount Sinai 

policy.  

• The CHP provides essential information for prevention of potential exposures to 

hazardous materials and physical hazards in the laboratory.  

• Mount Sinai has developed a Chemical Hygiene Plan to provide an overview of information 

about the use of hazardous materials in research laboratories, their hazards, warning signs, 

control measures, safety training to minimize exposure and waste management.  

• This LHAT is your laboratory-specific complement to the Mount Sinai Chemical Hygiene 

Plan. 
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Common Hazard in Lab Assessments (LHATs) 

Activity # of PIs

Working with small volumes of corrosive liquids (< 1 liter). 25

Minor chemical spill cleanup. 22

Working with small volumes of organic solvents (< 1 liter). 22

Working with animal specimens (preserved and 

unpreserved).

21

Working with toxic chemicals (solid or liquid). 21

Working with very cold equipment or dry ice. 19

Working with live animals (Animal Biosafety Level 1, ABL-

1).

17

Working with cryogenic liquids 13

Working with agents classified as Biosafety Level 1, (BSL-

1).

11

Working with hot liquids, equipment, open flames 

(autoclave, Bunsen burner, water bath, oil bath).

11

Manipulation of cell lines, viruses, bacteria, or other 

organisms classified as Biosafety Level 2, (BSL-2).

10

Removing freezer vials from liquid nitrogen 10

• Pending LHATs can be completed by LSOs 
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Laboratory Hazard Assessments 

• Hazard Assessments must be reviewed and digitally signed by all lab members! 

 



Certificate of Fitness 



Hazard Assessments – SECTOR  
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Certificate of Fitness 
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• Certificate of Fitness for Supervising Non-production Chemical Laboratories (C-14) 

• As per the 2008 Fire Code, all non-production laboratories within New York City must 

be operated under the supervision of a Certificate of Fitness holder. This applies both 

to new laboratories constructed after July 2008 and those constructed before (referred 

to as "pre-existing laboratories"). 

• Mount Sinai's Executive Lab Safety Committee has decided to go above and beyond the 

city requirements and is requiring all personnel that work in a lab to obtain a C-14 

certificate of fitness. This is to promote a safety awareness culture as well as to ensure labs 

are always in compliance with local law. 

 



Certificate of Fitness 
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• Laboratory Staff can now track C-14 permits and expirations using SECTOR 

 



Laboratory Safety 
Manual and CHP 



Hazard Assessments – SECTOR  
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Laboratory Safety Manual – Distribution 
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Safety Data Sheets 



Safety Data Sheets  
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Safety Data Sheets  
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Emergency 
Management 



Transition to Plain Language – Badge Distribution 
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Over 2,000 badge buddies 

distributed to Research 

community via LSO/DSO 

 

Posters put up on all Research 

floor 

Emergency Management will be invited to future LSO/DSO meeting 



Transition to Plain Language – Badge Distribution 
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Emergency Information 

▶ Do all staff know the location of the nearest safety equipment (spill kit, 

safety shower, eyewash) and egress routes? 

▶ Who to call in the event of smoke or a burning smell? 

– x4Fire 
▶ Who to call in the event of a fire? 

– x4Fire  
▶ Who to call in the event of a chemical spill? 

– X60 (Security)  
▶ Who to call in the event of suspicious activity or staff? 

– X60 (Security) 
▶ Who to call for general EH&S inquiries? 

– x4Safe  
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Josef Ehntholt 

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety 

Office: 212.241.5915 

josef.ehntholt@mssm.edu 

 
 

 

 

Mark A. Matthews, Sr. 

Director, Environmental Health & Safety 

Office: 212.241.5909 

mark.matthews@mssm.edu 
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Thank you for your Participation! 


